
It never ceases to amaze me how God is always revealing to us that He has a plan that is greater 

than ours.  So, the week before Lent started, I was able to get away for a few days of rest over at 

the coast.  I usually tend to stay in the more northern coastal regions, north meaning, north of 

Newport.  This time I was in Canon Beach and my first day there, I woke up to a bright sunny 

morning and a sunny calm day for the rest of the day.  The next day I woke up and it was 

snowing.  And, not like those little small flakes we had here during our last snow, but  big 

flakes.  I can never get away.  I guess God, must be trying to tell me that I should embrace the 

snow.  Maybe that might involve getting an AWD vehicle.  Our God indeed is a God of 

surprises. 

  

So, here we are at the 1 
st
 Sunday of Lent.  It still seems like Christmas was just with us.  Time 

continues to move and here we again embark upon another Lenten journey, another time of 

reflection.  This is a time to look at how we have strayed once again away from our Lord and 

separated ourselves from His love.  We take inventory of the times that we have failed to 

recognize Him in our daily encounter with our family and friends, our co-workers and the 

stranger.  How have we failed to be charitable, loving, or forgiving?  We once again make our 

sacrifices, plan to say some extra prayers, maybe come to daily Mass, give something to the 

poor, time to clean the pantry again, etc. . . 

  

Wait!  Is that all that Lent is really about?  Well, I am sure for many of us it is.  And in a very 

real way it is okay to do these things.  We should do these things.  I would insist that we do these 

things to fast, to pray, to give alms, to repent.  But I also insist that we look at the bigger 

picture.  Yes, there is a bigger picture, one that I don’t think that we pay enough attention to. 

  

We all want to be good people.  We all want to be loved and love someone back in return.  We 

want to be a part of a family and do something with our lives that is meaningful.  Well, that is 

what God wants for us too.  That is why he created us and brought us into this world.  God even 

wants so much for us to have this life, that He is there to do whatever He can to assure that this 

life is possible.  The thing is, only He can help us get there.  But we have been tempted to believe 

the whisper in our ear that tells us that we can get that life and joy and love without God, by 

ourselves or by objects other than God.  The whisper is so quiet, it is not until we are very far 

away do we even realize that we have strayed from God’s side. 

  

Now, is the time and return to come back to our God, to embrace the forgiveness and mercy that 

He wants to again pour over us, so that we can be free to love in a true and just way.  We have 

many opportunities this Lent to help us through this journey:  daily Mass, Soup Supper and 

Stations of the Cross, Reconciliation and more.  By carrying out these Lenten devotions and 

other acts of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we can indeed make this Lent one in which we once 

again come back to the embrace of our loving God and the community that He has gathered us 

together to share in. 

  

I would also beg your prayers for all those that will be entering into the Church at the Easter 

Vigil, especially those here at St. Francis.  May our Lord God continue to pour His love into 

their hearts so that indeed they will be one with us as they join us at the Eucharistic table for the 

first time. 



  

May your Lent be Blessed and Holy!! 


